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May 2: In testimony during a Senate Appropriations Committee hearing, acting Drug
Administration Enforcement (DEA) director Terrence Burke said DEA agents had no role in the
abduction of Mexican physician Humberto Alvarez Machain. He added, "We broke no United States
law that I'm aware of." The Mexican doctor was abducted from his Guadalajara office April 2 and
flown by private jet the following day to El Paso, where he was arrested in connection with the
1985 torture-killing of DEA agent Enrique Camerena. In Santa Fe, New Mexico, Attorney General
Richard Thornburgh met with Mexican counterpart Enrique Alvarez del Castillo.
According to an unidentified Mexican official quoted by the Washington Post (05/03/90), del
Castillo will press for "new rules" of law enforcement cooperation between the two countries,
including permitting Mexican police officers to operate in the US. He added, "If DEA has agents
in Mexico, then Mexico needs to have the same number of people in the United States" with the
same privileges and diplomatic immunity. US officials said they intend to demand that Mexico turn
over other suspects wanted in the Camarena murder investigation. A long line of US court decisions
have held that a fugitive can stand trial in the US even if the arrest abroad was improper or illegal. A
Justice Department opinion issued earlier this year said the FBI had the authority to seize fugitives
in a foreign country without permission from that nation's government.
May 4: According to a report by the Washington Post, at a meeting on the evening of May 2, US
Attorney General Thornburgh told Mexican counterpart Alvarez del Castillo that high-ranking
Mexican police initiated plans to abduct Alvarez Machain, and not the DEA. Javier Coello Trejo,
Mexico's deputy attorney general for narcotics, told reporters on May 3 that he was "not satisfied"
with Thornburgh's account of the abduction and that it conflicts with the findings of his own
investigation. Mexican officials said that in their meeting, Thornburgh declined to identify the highranking police officers or provide any other evidence. When asked for such evidence, Thornburgh
said he could not give it before a scheduled May 25 court hearing on Alvarez Machain's arrest before
US District Judge Edward Rafeedie in Los Angeles.
May 7: In an interview with the Washington Post, Bolivian President Jaime Paz Zamora said he
would ask President Bush for up to $150 million per year in new economic aid to reduce coca leaf
production. At the same time, Paz Zamora said he did not see any need for the Bolivian military
to become more directly involved in anti-drug efforts. In the first four months of 1990, the Bolivian
government has paid farmers to destroy over 8,400 acres of coca plants. Paz Zamora asserted that
such efforts must be followed up "very quickly" with specific economic programs to provide farmers
with alternative employment and crops. Bolivia's president has proposed an international assistance
program for his country of about $350 million a year, with 30 to 35% contributed by Washington. The
Bush administration has proposed an increase in military aid to Bolivia this year to $35 million. The
aid would include financing to more than double a rotating group of US Special Forces and other
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military trainers in Bolivia that currently number less than 50. Paz Zamora reiterated that economic
programs are more appropriate than military assistance. He said, "We have 400,000 peasants in
Bolivia living from coca and if we eliminate (this trade) they will be unemployed. In your country, it
would be the equivalent of 50 million people being unemployed."
May 9: Brazil's Federal Police chief Romeo Tuma told reporters that Colombian drug traffickers have
been smuggling narcotics through Brazil since 1984. He asserted that there are links between the
Colombian drug rings and the Italian mafioso.
May 10: Argentine President Carlos Menem met with French Gen. Jean Claude Marion to discuss a
bilateral cooperation agreement which includes anti-drug efforts. In Medellin (Colombia), soldiers
stormed the house and office of attorney and former legislator Guido Parra. The detainee, who has
acted as spokesperson for the Medellin drug ring, was arrested on unspecified charges.
In Bogota (Colombia), police said they had discovered an additional drug ring besides the ones
based in Medellin and Cali. National Police Chief Miguel Gomez said the new group was different
in that it was led by guerrillas from the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) who had
previously traded arms with the Cali and Medellin organizations. According to Gomez, a drug bust
over the weekend "showed that the 12 tons of pure cocaine seized came from the FARC."
Next, Gomez said that 600 elite policemen were pursuing Medellin drug ring leader Pablo Escobar.
According to Gomez, Colombian drug traffickers were moving into Brazil to set up cocaine
processing laboratories because Brazil had better access to chemicals needed to process the drug.
In the French West Indies, eight Colombians arrested on the island of Saint-Martin last Sunday
for allegedly transporting cocaine appeared before a Guadeloupe judge. The eight suspects were
indicted on drug-related charges for allegedly bringing 380 kg. of cocaine into Saint-Martin on a
small plane.
The government of Antigua announced that Vere Bird Jr., allegedly linked to an Israeli arms
shipment to Colombian drug traffickers, has been removed from his position as minister of
communications and public works. Prime Minister Vere Bird Sr. removed the appointment effective
April 30. According to the Senate Judiciary Committee, one in every 100 US citizens smokes or
inhales cocaine at least once a week. This figure is more than double estimates prepared by the
government's National Institute on Drug Abuse. In a communique, the Mexican Attorney General's
office said drug trafficker Baldomero Fuentes Garcia was arrested by Federal Judiciary Police agents
in Juarez.
Police seized over 200 grams of cocaine, $1.75 million in cash. In Lima, Peru, leaders of 200,000 coca
growers in the Upper Huallaga region demanded that the government implement provisions of the
February Cartagena agreement. Agricultural cooperative leader Justo Silva said that growers reject
a Peruvian-US agreement which prioritizes a military solution to the drug problem, while ignoring
social and economic development dimensions. The Cartagena agreement, said Silva, promotes an
integrated approach to reducing drug production and use. Plans to send US military advisers to the
Upper Huallaga to train soldiers to fight both the guerrillas and drug traffickers, he added, have led
to increasing tension and threats by Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels.
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In contrast to press reports in the US and Peru, cooperative president Mario Escudero said the
alleged attack by 200 men on the Santa Lucia anti-drug base on April 8 did not take place. He
told reporters that the incident involved only about 10 men who triggered a few shots. The coca
grower representatives said Peruvian police agents and the DEA are guilty of numerous human
rights violations. Among other incidents, anti-drug forces captured at least 10 persons by force
from the village of Nueva Union, located near the Santa Lucia base. To the present, the detainees'
whereabouts are unknown.
May 12: The White House announced appointment of a Los Angeles federal judge, Robert Bonner,
as the new chief of the DEA. His appointment must be confirmed by the Senate. Colombia
suspended visa agreements with Israel. Foreign Minister Julio Londono announced May 11 that he
had delivered a formal protest on weapons sales to drug traffickers to that Israel's ambassador in
Bogota. Londono also denounced the "commercial" involvement of security agencies in Tel Aviv
who sell services from military training to sophisticated weapons to businesspersons and drug
traffickers.
May 14: In a recent letter to President Bush, Peruvian coca growers requested immediate economic
assistance for coca crop substitution. The letter was authored by the Upper Huallaga Agricultural
Cooperative, representing 200,000 farmers. The coca growers reiterated their opposition to further
militarization of anti-drug efforts, calling instead for greater attention and resources focused on
economic and social welfare alternatives for Peruvian farmers.
May 16: According to a report aired on Cuban television, two alleged drug traffickers captured after
a high speed chase in Cuban territorial waters had contacts in the US Customs Service. Cubanborn Jesus de Leyra and Belinda Bautista Bernal, who lived in Miami, Florida said they were to have
alerted US Customs after having received the drugs at sea, according to a report filmed by Cuba's
Interior Ministry. The two Cuban-Americans were among 12 persons arrested at sea in April aboard
three boats north of the island in the Bahamas channel.
May 18: Colombian police seized 1,250 kg. of cocaine chlorohydrate near Doradel, Antioquia
department. Police also seized a variety of equipment, and 24,250 gallons of ether and acetone. On
the same day near Caimito, Sucre department, police destroyed a fuel depot used for supplying
planes carrying drug shipments. Police seized 23,000 gallons of aviation fuel, fuel pumps, and
destroyed three airstrips with explosives. Two Chileans were arrested at the Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)
airport upon attempting to board a plane with six kg. of cocaine. A police spokesperson in Rio said
that thus far in 1990, 40 kg. of Bolivian cocaine had been seized by police.
May 19: Officials in Medellin (Colombia) reported that two policemen were assassinated by
suspected drug traffickers.
May 20: Military sources in Medellin, Colombia, reported that five drug trafficking suspects
were arrested by the 4th Army Brigade. Brazilian federal police agents seized 375 kg. of cocaine
in Porto Moz, located at the mouth of the Amazon River, 600 km. from Belem. The cocaine had
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been abandoned at a small airport by three drug traffickers who fled in a twin-engine plane. The
incident marked the largest confiscation of cocaine in Brazil during the last two years. The federal
police assert that the seizure provides additional evidence that the Brazilian Amazon is becoming a
frequently used drug transport route.
May 21: According to a US State Department report prepared in March, 10,000 to 20,000 kg. of
cocaine destined for the US market are routed through Costa Rica every year. Of the total, only 200
kg. remain in Costa Rica for the use of an estimated 2,000 users. On the weekend of May 18-20, US
Drug Enforcement Administration and Costa Rican drug control police commenced joint training
maneuvers. Marijuana cultivation in Costa Rica is estimated at 250 ha.
May 22: According to daily newspaper El Siglo (Colombia), a person claiming to speak for The
Extraditables claimed responsibility for the May 21 killing of Senator Federico Estrada Velez in
Medellin. The traffickers threatened to continue their wave of terror, including rigging houses to
explode, unless the government participates in a treaty similar to one recently concluded with the
guerrilla group M-19. In Monterrey, Mexico, public security official Armando Villareal Salazar
reported that from January through April 488 drug users were arrested in Monterrey, including 155
minors. A variety of low-cost chemicals were drugs of choice, including paint thinner.
May 23: Mexican federal police agents discovered a narcotics storage facility in Agua Prieta,
Sonora state, near the US border. The facility had passed for a diaper warehouse. Police reported
that the warehouse was similar to the 65-meter-long "narcotunnel" connecting Agua Prieta with
Douglas, Arizona, discovered last week during a joint US Customs and Mexican Federal Police
operation. Nearly 15 tons of packaged marijuana, over one ton of cocaine, several weapons and radio
communications equipment were seized.
May 24: The Mexican Foreign Ministry requested that the US government extradite Humberto
Alvarez Machain, insisting on Mexican jurisdiction in the case, and asserting that his abduction in
Guadalajara was unconstitutional. May 25: In Los Angeles, DEA agent Hector Berrellez admitted
that high-level agency authorities in Washington approved in January the abduction of Mexican
doctor Humberto Alvarez Machain. Chief of Operation Leyenda, Berrellez was responsible for
seeking persons involved in killing and torture of Enrique Camarena. He said Jack Lawn, then
DEA chief, and Pete Guden, one of the agency's division heads, approved the kidnapping and
offered $50,000 to persons who would deliver Alvarez to DEA personnel in the US. Berrellez said at
a preliminary hearing that the US Attorney General Office was informed about the plan. The DEA
has on several occasions had a suspect brought from a foreign country to the US for trial. Recent
cases were those of Honduran Ramon Matta Ballesteros, who was abducted in Honduras and later
taken to Miami; Rene Verdugo, a Mexican trafficker who was turned over to the DEA at the border
by Mexican federal police.
Berrellez said the seven Mexican policemen and Antonio Garate Bustamante each received
from April 8 to the present $6,000 per month in addition to $20,000 from the DEA. The Mexican
government has requested the extradition of Garate Bustamante for having coordinated the
abduction of Alvarez Machain is a former judicial policeman from Jalisco who works for the DEA
as an informer with a $4,000 monthly salary. Garate Bustamante has said he did nothing without
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the approval of Berrellez. In his testimony, Garate Bustamante said the DEA made no payments to
anyone before the operation was carried and that all expenditures, including those involving the
suspect's transport in a private plane to El Paso, Texas, were financed by the Mexican agents.
Alvarez Machain told the court a DEA agent accompanied his abductors and himself during the
plane trip from Leon, Mexico, to El Paso. He said that during the abduction he was beaten and
received electric shocks by police identified as federal judicial cops. DEA spokesperson Frank
Shults acknowledged that the Agency had paid $20,000 to persons who brought Alvarez to the US.
He insisted that the DEA did not pay a type of bounty or prize, but rather for services rendered,
including renting the private plane.
Mexico's Attorney General office announced that it is requesting arrest and extradition orders for
US DEA agent Hector Verrellez for his alleged role as mastermind of the abduction of Dr. Humberto
Alvarez Machain. Arrest and extradition orders are also to be requested for DEA informer Antonio
Garate Bustamante. In a communique, the office denied that Attorney General Enrique Alvarez del
Castillo had knowledge of plans for the abduction of Alvarez Machain. Berrellez testified at a federal
hearing in Los Angeles that a payment of up to $50,000 was authorized for the capture of the doctor.
He said DEA Deputy Director Pete Gruden knew of the plan.
In Washington, DEA spokesman Frank Shults denied that the government offered a reward
or bounty for the people who captured the doctor, saying a $20,000 payment was provided for
"services." He said it could have covered such expenses as rental of the plane that flew the prisoner
to El Paso. Former Mexican police officer Antonio Garate Bustamante, who is wanted by the
Mexican government, testified he paid $20,000 in DEA money to the people who captured the doctor
and was continuing to pay their expenses.
Garate said he arranged for the doctor to be brought across the border with the approval of DEA
officials. He said he found friends who would do the job without advance payment. The attorney
general's office in Mexico announced that it would present formal accusations against Berrellez and
Garate in a Mexico City district court. After obtaining warrants, it will present the accusations to
the Foreign Ministry to seek extradition. On April 28, the attorney general's office announced the
arrest of six Mexicans for alleged involvement in the Alvarez Machain's capture. In Bolivia, farm
organization leaders and government officials confirmed that the price of coca shot up last week,
result of reports on a poor harvest. The current price for a 100 pounds of coca leaf is $25 to $40.
May 26: Colombia's National Police chief Miguel Antonio Gomez Padilla reported the seizure
of dynamite and weapons, and the arrest of five drug traffickers in Tibabuyes, a northern
neighborhood of Bogota. The dynamite, he said, was to be used in car bombs. The New York Times
reported that the Colombian army carried out the largest raid in the country's history in early May.
A reported 18 tons of cocaine powder and semi- refined cocaine were seized. In the past week,
soldiers have reported seizing a total of 2.5 tons of cocaine in three raids. [Basic data from Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 05/09/90; Washington Post, 05/03/90, 05/04/90, 05/08/90; Xinhua, 05/09/90, 05/20/90,
05/24/90, 05/26/90; Notimex, 05/10/90, 05/12/90, 05/14/90, 05/16/90, 05/21/90, 05/22/90, 05/25/90,
05/26/90; AFP, 05/10/90, 05/16/90, 05/18/90, 05/20/90, 05/22/90, 05/24/90; New York Times, 05/26/90]
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